[image: image1.jpg]Jlisy

PRESS RELEASE SOLARWORLD
N





Naples, 28.3.2012

Sun, Energy, SolarWorld

Solar car SolarWorld GT travels across Italy

A circumnavigation of the world propelled only by the power of the sun – that is the mission of the SolarWorld GT. Having crossed Australia, New Zealand and the United States of America, the solar racing vehicle now heads to Europe for the next leg of its round-the-world trip.

Between April 30th and May 10th, the GT will travel more than 1,400 kilometres through Italy, from Cosenza in the south via Naples, Rome, Pisa to Genoa. Moreover, it will be presented at the international exhibition and conference “Solarexpo” in Verona in May. From Genoa, it will continue its voyage to Monaco.

The solar racer -- built by SolarWorld AG, a leading provider of solar power technology, and the Bochum (Germany) University of Applied Sciences -- is the first solar powered vehicle that has started on a trip around the world without fuel or externally provided electricity. If it succeeds, it will simultaneously establish the world record for the longest distance ever driven by a solar powered car. 

Since its start in October 2011, the SolarWorld GT racer has covered a distance of around 11,660 kilometres through big Australian cities, deserts and impressive mountains, past thousands and thousands of sheep in New Zealand and through spectacular landscapes in the United States. After travelling across Europe, Russia, Kazakhstan and China are still ahead of the team before it will end its journey back in Australia probably in early December 2012. 

The energy-independent two-seater is designed to attract interest to solar energy with its trip around the world. “The SolarWorld GT is an ambassador for solar power and solar mobility. It runs completely without fuel and externally provided electricity,” explains Dr.-Ing. E. h. Frank Asbeck, Chairman and CEO of SolarWorld AG. “In the future, millions of vehicles will be electrically operated. They will not all have their own on-board power plant like the SolarWorld GT, but they can be recharged with a SunCarport or with the solar power plant on your own roof.” 

SolarWorld and the Bochum University of Applied Sciences have cooperated since 2006 in the field of electromobility and conducted research on joint projects. In this context, the predecessor of the SolarWorld GT, the Solar racer SolarWorld No. 1, was developed and already participated in the world’s leading competition for solar vehicles, the World Solar Challenge, in the last few years.

The SolarWorld GT also competed successfully in the World Solar Challenge in Australia in 2011 and received the Design Award for the most beautiful and most innovative solar powered car. Thus, the award went to SolarWorld and the Bochum team for the third time in succession. 

For printable graphic material, please contact laura.przybilla@solarworld.de. 

For more information on the solar trip around the world, go to www.solarworld-gt.de.
About SolarWorld AG: The SolarWorld AG Group (ISIN: DE0005108401) is a worldwide leader in offering brand-name, high quality, crystalline solar power technology. Its strength is its fully integrated solar production. From silicon as the raw material through wafers, cells and modules all the way to turn-key solar systems of all sizes, the group combines all stages of the solar value chain. The central business activity is selling quality modules into the installation and distribution trades and crystalline wafers to the international solar cell industry. Group headquarters are located in Bonn, Germany, with sales sites in Singapore, South Africa, Spain, France as well as in the U.S. state of California. The group´s largest production facilities operate in Freiberg, Germany and Hillsboro in the U.S. state of Oregon. Sustainability is the basis of the group strategy. Under the name Solar2World, the group supports care projects using off-grid solar power solutions in developing countries, exemplifying sustainable economic development. Worldwide, SolarWorld employs about 3,300 people. SolarWorld AG has been quoted on the stock exchange since 1999 and today is listed on, among others, the TecDAX and ÖkoDAX as well as in the sustainability index NAI.
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